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The Mid-South Tribune’s Credo
By Mr. Frederick Douglass
Editor and Publisher of the

North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)

“Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole history of the
progress of human liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her august
claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating,
all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to silence. It must
do this or it does nothing. If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who
profess to favor freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops
without plowing up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder
and lightening. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters.
This struggle may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both
moral and physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without de-
mand.”
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The hypocrisy of the National
Association of Black Journalists

By Raynard Jackson

NABJ’s Continued Hypocrisy
The sky is blue, the sun rises in
the east and sets in the west,
Obama did nothing for Blacks,
water is wet, NABJ is hypocriti-
cal.  Yada, yada, yada!
The radically liberal National
Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ) has once again proven
their irrelevance.  
They have been lambasting

CNN news for not having any
“diversity,” i.e., Blacks in exec-
utive decision-making positions
within the network.
According to their own press re-
lease, “…NABJ is concerned
about the lack of black represen-
tation within the ranks of CNN’s
executive news managers and di-
rect reports to CNN President
Jeff Zucker.  This concern, cou-
pled with Zucker’s refusal to
meet with a four-person NABJ
delegation, has prompted NABJ
to place CNN on a special media
monitoring list...CNN has no
Black executive producers, no
Black senior vice presidents and
no Black vice presidents in the
news operation.”
Woooo, I am sure CNN is shak-
ing in their corporate boots!
NABJ have been enjoined in this
issue by other radical liberal
groups like the NAACP, the
Color of Change, Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc, etc. 

fine ourselves to a rigid political
mindset.  Due to a very effective
campaign waged by the political
left, an overwhelming number of
us blindly support policies that
are not good for us or our com-
munity because we are duped
into believing conservatives are
racist.  Conservatives value free-
dom, and that's what Juneteenth
is all about," said Project 21 co-
chairman Stacy Washington, a
columnist and talk radio host in
St, Louis, Missouri.  "Not only is

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  Sena-
tor Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.)
recently spoke on the Senate
floor about her newly introduced
resolution to encourage free
speech and inclusive debate on
college campuses. 
“On the eve of National Higher
Education day, I am introducing
the Campus Free Speech Resolu-
tion of 2019. It’s a first step in
restoring sanity to free speech for
American college students,” said
Senator Blackburn. “It recog-
nizes that universities should
protect the free and open ex-
change of ideas and that freedom
of speech is worth protecting in
a world increasingly hostile to
democracy.”
The Campus Free Speech Reso-
lution of 2019 is cosponsored by
Senators John Cornyn (R-Texas),
Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), Ted Cruz
(R-Texas), Joni Ernst (R-Iowa),
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Josh
Hawley (R-Mo.), James Lank-
ford (R-Okla.), Thom Tillis (R-
N.C.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and
Tim Scott (R-S.C.).
“Learning is nothing if not a

pursuit of truth,” said Betsy
DeVos, Secretary of Education.
“As students pursue their educa-
tion, they should never face lim-
its on what, when, where, or how
they learn. They should be em-
powered to pursue truth through
the free exchange of all ideas, es-
pecially ideas with which they

Juneteenth marks the total
emancipation of enslaved
Americans. But a form of
slavery still exists within the
black community when too
many of us confine ourselves
to a rigid political mindset.
the left's smear campaign false,
it's detrimental to the transac-
tional nature of voting.  We mar-
ginalize ourselves with our
monolithic support of a leftist
agenda that fails to improve
black lives.  I hope this June-
teenth can mark a new beginning
for blacks in America with a re-
turn to requiring real results for
political support."
Juneteenth, now an official holi-
day or observance in at least 40
states, will be observed on Mon-
day, June 19, 2017.  It commem-
orates the anniversary of the
arrival of Union troops in Galve-
ston, Texas on June 19, 1865.
Those soldiers informed resi-
dents that the Civil War was over
and President Abraham Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation
abolished slavery two-and-a-half
years earlier.
Galveston's former slave popu-
lation began celebrating their
freedom on the anniversary of
this day in an event that became
known as Juneteenth.  The com-
memoration became a stabilizing
and motivating presence among
black Texans experiencing new
uncertainties associated with
their newfound freedom and their
full integration into American so-
ciety.
"Juneteenth provides a blueprint
for black success in the modern
era," said Project 21 member
Kevin L. Martin,  a U.S. Navy
veteran and business owner in the
Washington, D.C. area.  "Just as
the Union soldiers delivered
word to the last enslaved
Africans that the Civil War was
over and they were free, today
black Americans who understand
the potential of America must de-
liver the word to our community.
They need to teach that only we
can save ourselves from the is-
sues plaguing our community
such as hopelessness, lack of eco-
nomic empowerment, lack of
quality education, mass violence,
distrust and bitterness.  We must
understand that true freedom is in
ourselves, and not a gift granted
by government, politicians or
self-styled leaders of our commu-
nity."
The observance of Juneteenth

and its emphasis on self-im-
provement and advancement
soon spread from Texas to be rec-
ognized in communities across
the United States.  While June-
teenth is often celebrated with
festivities such as picnics and pa-
rades, there is still an emphasis
on self-improvement and educa-
tion that is considered an integral
part of the observance.
"In our quest for freedom, the
descendants of chattel slavery too
often focus solely on past suffer-
ing and our liberation from it.
Those who freed us are often for-
gotten in this uniquely American
story. These include the white
abolitionists, lawmakers, solders

may not agree. Free inquiry is an
essential feature of our democ-
racy, and this administration will
continue to vigilantly protect the
First Amendment.”
“We applaud the Senate's reso-

lution,” said Nicki Neily, Presi-
dent of Speech First. “College
campuses are the place where
ideas should be vigorously de-
bated, but sadly, the window of
acceptable political discourse on
campus is so narrow that students
who express views outside that
orthodoxy can be punished and
dragged through burdensome ad-
ministrative proceedings. Across
the country, far too many public
universities have failed to uphold
their obligations under the First
Amendment. The Senate's reso-
lution is a timely reminder of

those obligations and the funda-
mental values they protect.”

"Misleadingly titled free speech
zones don't promote free speech,
rather they quarantine student ex-
pression to designated areas that
are often tiny and far out of
sight," said Foundation for Indi-
vidual Rights in Education Leg-
islative and Policy Director Joe
Cohn. "FIRE is thankful to Sen-
ator Blackburn for using this res-
olution to apply additional
pressure on institutions to open
all common outdoor areas for
student speech."

Rep. Phil Roe (TN-01) intro-
duced a companion resolution in
the House of Representatives in
March.

NAACP president, Derick John-
son stated, “Until concrete steps
are taken by CNN, the NAACP
stands firmly with NABJ and
asks Warner Media Group to
conduct a diversity and inclusion
audit of all its news divisions.”
What do all these radical liberal
groups have in common?  They
all are bigger hypocrites than the
very media outlets they are tar-
geting.
You want an audit?  YOU

WANT AN AUDIT?  You can’t
handle an audit!
Let’s talk about diversity.  
Can anyone explain to me why
all these radical liberal organiza-
tions claim to be non-partisan,
but, yet during all of their na-
tional conventions most of their
speakers are all liberal Democ-
rats?
I have been a dues paying mem-
ber of NABJ for years, though I
am not a journalist, I am a
columnist.  I attend many of
NABJ’s regional and national

conferences and 99.999999% of
all their speakers and panelists
are liberal Democrats.  Most, if
not all of their executive board
members are liberal Democrats.
Some will play the “I am a reg-
istered Independent” card to pro-
vide political cover; but that’s
like saying I am a liberal, not a
Democrat.
So, how about this NABJ,

NAACP, Color of Change, A Phi
A, I want you to do an audit of
how many Black Republicans
and conservatives you have in
your leadership.  How about an
audit of how many Black Repub-
licans and conservatives you
have as speakers and panelists at
your events throughout the year?
Unless you are arguing that di-
versity only encompasses race
and not diversity of thought.
When will you fight for my right
to be on CNN, MSNBC, and
NPR?  I am one of the top Black
Republican consultants in the
country; worked several presi-
dential, congressional, and gu-
bernatorial campaigns, am a
syndicated columnist, and a dues
paying member of NABJ.
Isn’t diversity of views just as
important as racial diversity
within the media?  Or is your ob-
jective simply the promotion of
liberal orthodoxy?
Shouldn’t the Black community
be represented in the media both

U.S. Sen. Marsha Blackburn introduces
the Campus Free Speech Resolution
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U.S. Senator Marsha
Blackburn (R-TN)

“On the eve of National
Higher Education day, I am
introducing the Campus Free
Speech Resolution of 2019.
It’s a first step in restoring
sanity to free speech for
American college students,”
said Senator Blackburn. “It
recognizes that universities
should protect the free and
open exchange of ideas and
that freedom of speech is
worth protecting in a world
increasingly hostile to democ-
racy.”

Socialism: The true
Gospel of Greed

By Ed Feulner

“Tonight, we renew our resolve
that America will never be a so-
cialist country.”
That’s from President Trump’s
last State of the Union address.
I’m sure many people found it as
encouraging as I did, especially
in light of surveys indicating that
socialism is gaining popularity
here in the United States.
And not just at the fringes. One
recent Gallup poll showed four
out of 10 Americans have a fa-
vorable impression of socialism.
Almost half – 47 percent – said
they would vote for a socialist
candidate for president.
But don’t despair just yet. The
same poll also revealed that al-

most two out of every three
Americans – 62 percent – say
that decisions about the econ-
omy should be left up to the free
market, not the government. The
same holds true when it comes
to health care and higher educa-
tion.
If you know anything about so-
cialism, these results are com-
pletely contradictory. It’s
obvious that a lot of people who
say they favor socialism don’t
understand what it is.
I find that somewhat encourag-
ing. Not that so many people
don’t understand what socialism
is, of course, but that much of its
apparent support is based on a
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We thought it apropos that this year’s Juneteenth is in the 19th
year of the 21st Century. Many African Americans and others
now know that Juneteenth is a combination of June and nine-
teen —that is, of the date June 19th, when slaves in Texas on
June 19, 1865 learned of the Emancipation Proclamation albeit
two years late. Nevertheless, one can if he or she is of the
human race imagine their joy of being set free and in the spirit
of when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  nearly a century later de-
clared in the words of that old Negro Spiritual, “Free at last!
Free at last! Thank God Almighty, Free at Last!” King uttered
these words in his famous “I Have a Dream” speech during the
March on Washington in 1963, a hundred years from the Jan-
uary 1, 1863 Emancipation Proclamation declared by Abraham
Lincoln.  Words declaring jubilation of freedom have echoed
throughout history and are universal. 
Let us remember this June 19th date when what was known
as General Order #3 was officially read on the balcony of the
Ashton Villa in Texas.
In 1980, Texas became the first state to recognize Juneteenth
as a date of commemoration for African Americans. Today,
over 40 states now recognize it. Let’s make it 50 in years to
come as we trek further into the 21st Century and remember
that Freedom is a universal right of all Peoples on the Planet
Earth.

Opinion

We Remember Juneteeth on
June 19, 2019


